
Elizabeth Urban
December 28, 1984 - June 9, 2023

Elizabeth Joyce Urban, who touched the lives of everyone she encountered,
departed from this world on June 9, 2023 at age 38 surrounded by family. She
battled cancer with unwavering strength, faith and resilience, and ultimately
died from complications leaving a void that will be felt deeply by all who loved
her. 

Elizabeth, or Sissy as her family called her, was born December 28, 1984 to
William and Tammy Murphy. She grew up in Bold Springs and Winder,
Georgia where she lived with her parents and her brother and sister. She was
surrounded by cousins, grandparents, aunts and uncles throughout her life,
and spent most of her childhood outdoors in the treehouse at Granny and
Papa’s, in the mountains camping and fishing, visiting the beach with family,
and riding four-wheelers and horses. She was tough throughout her life,
serving as the guinea pig for her brother and aunt who sent her swinging from
vines from the treehouse to test their sturdiness, or trying and failing to dodge
a broomstick swung by her sister. She was Saved and Baptized at Hickory
Grove Baptist Church, and remained faithful in God’s plan throughout her
battle with cancer. 

Above all else, Elizabeth was a devoted and loving wife and mother. She met
Shawn Urban, the love of her life, at Lanier Tech where she worked for 22
years, and he brought her first daughter Liz into her life. Shawn told her he



had an “Elizabeth” tattoo, and she took it as a sign and quickly knew he was
the one. She and Shawn married in 2013 and welcomed their second child,
Emily, in 2015. Shawn, Liz and Emily were the light of Elizabeth’s life. She and
Shawn loved to travel and loved camping with the girls. She was so proud of
her daughters, and cherished every moment with them. 

For those fortunate enough to know her, she will be remembered as outgoing,
kind, compassionate, quirky and fun-loving. She was selfless and genuinely
kind. She was always determined to look forward in life, and tried to never
look back. She approached every day with resilience and a grateful heart. She
was a proud Breast Cancer Survivor. We’ll never forget her big smile, her loud
laugh or her uncanny impersonation of a weed-eater. She will also be
remembered as a bad driver and a hazard to others when skiing. But most of
all, we’ll remember her strength and positivity. She showed all of us what it
means to take on life’s difficulties with grace, faith, resilience, love and
forgiveness. 

 

Elizabeth “Sissy” Urban’s memory will remain in the hearts of her family. She
is survived by her husband Shawn and their two daughters, Liz and Emily.
She is also mourned by her mother Tammy Murphy, her siblings, Wayne and
Alana Murphy, her niece and nephew, Calvin and Camdyn, her sister Michelle
Murphy, Gary Hickman and his son Isaiah, her mother and father-in-law
Kristine and Terry Werho, and siblings Michelle Ritchie, niece and nephew
Chanacy & Jacob Ritchie, siblings Melissa Kemp and Kaitlyn Werho, and her
grandparents, Steve Thompson and Ann and Hugh David. 

 

Elizabeth’s time with us was shorter than we would have hoped, but she will
live on in our hearts, in our memories, in our best stories, and in her daughters
Liz and Emily. While her departure feels untimely and unfair, we are grateful
her beautiful soul has found eternal peace. Her unwavering faith in God’s
plan, even among the darkest of times, will forever serve as a guiding light for



those of us who were lucky enough to know and love her. 

A memorial service to celebrate the life of Elizabeth Urban will be held on
Saturday, June 17th, at 2 PM at Trinity Baptist Church, 1434 Cronic Town Rd.,
Auburn, GA 30011. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the family for
Elizabeth's children.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

JUN 17. 2:00 PM (ET)

Trinity Baptist Church
1434 Cronic Town Road
Auburn, GA 30011
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June 15, 2023 at 07:32 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Elizabeth Urban.

Delores D Simpson - June 15, 2023 at 01:56 PM

October, 2011, began my employment with Lanier Tech and my
acquaintance with Elizabeth. She was always helpful and
informative in helping me get acclimated. Loved her approach to
life! The Barrow Campus will be emptier without her brave soul
gracing their reception desk and their lives. Delores

June 14, 2023 at 02:18 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Elizabeth Urban.

June 14, 2023 at 02:18 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Elizabeth Urban.

https://www.stewartfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Angela MH - June 14, 2023 at 11:08 AM

Angela MH lit a candle in memory of
Elizabeth Urban

Jennifer Stone - June 13, 2023 at 08:10 PM

What a bright light in a dim world! We loved
Sissy and will miss her dearly.

Sherry Moseley - June 13, 2023 at 03:30 PM

Elizabeth was such a strong, kind, caring, and
positive person. Her beautiful smile put
students and visitors at ease. Her too-few
years here made such an impact on so many.
Our loss is Heaven’s gain. Godspeed,
Elizabeth 

Nancy Stephens - June 13, 2023 at 02:11 PM

I laughed out loud when the "weed eater "was mentioned. Elizabeth
was one of a kind. I worked with her for 14 years and thought of her
as my daughter. She brought so much laughter, joy, and love to all
she met. My prayers are with all of her family.
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Tracy Elliott - June 13, 2023 at 05:47 AM

So many laughs and so much fun. Love you always

Pam Martin - June 12, 2023 at 11:32 PM

Pam Martin lit a candle in memory of
Elizabeth Urban


